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TNTHRC |LAIMS 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): An electrical bracket for mounUng an electrical device to a wall 

stud, said bracket comprising: 

a rectangular frame having first and second opposite end walls, first and second opposite side 
walls and a ftont opening surrounded by said end walls and side walls for inserting an electrical 
device into said frame, said frame liaving an end-mounted position in which said first end wall faces 

a side surface of the stud; 

a fastening tab extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second end 
waU and configured to be fastened to a front surface of the stud when said frame is in said 

end-mounted position; and 

a spacer extending from said first end wall in a direction away from second end wall, 
configured to abut the side surface of the stod and space the entire first end wall from the side 
surface of the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted position. 

Claim 7 (canceled) 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 6 wherein said side walls are fransversely 
spaced apart and said spacer is configuredto abut the side surface of the stud alongatransver^l^ 

extending line of abutment 

Claim 9 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 6 further comprising a second such spacer that 
is rearwardly farther from said front opening than is said first spacer. 

Claim 10 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 6 wherein said side walls are transversely 
spaced apart and said bracket further comprises a second such spacer transversely spaced apart from 
said first spacer. 
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Claim 1 1 (original): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a waU stud, said 
bradcet compiising: 

> a rectangular fiame having first and second opposite end walls, first and second opposite side 
walls and a ftont opening surrounded by said end walls and side wails for inserting an electrical 
device into said frame, said frame having an end-mounted position in which said first end wall faces 
a side surfece of the stud and a side-mounted position in which said first side wall faces the side 
surfeceofthestud; 

a fastening tab extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second end 
wall, configured to be fastened to a front surfece of the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted 
position; and 

a fastener support extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second 
end waU and configured to capture a stud-penetrating fastener that fastens said bracket to the Stud 
when said frame is in said side-mounted position, said fastener support having a distal end 
configured to contact the side surface of the stud when said frame is in said «id-mounted position. 

Claim 12 (original): Tlie bracket of claim 1 1 wherein said fastener support is configured to retain 
the fastener in an orientation in which the fastener extends alongside said first end wall and mto the 
stud when said frame is in said side-mounted position. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The bracket of claim 11 farther comprising a stabilizer, separate 
from said fastener support, extending from said first end wall inadirection^wayfrom said second 

end wall, configured to contact^ddgsurfaceofthe stud when said frame ismsaid end-mounts 

position to stabilize said frame from rocking about said fastener support relative to the 

Claim 14 (canceled) 

Ctom 15 (origin.1): The bracka of didm 13 wherein said s>w«rt end .aid aebilizcr ere 

spaced from each other. 
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Claim 16 (canceled) 

Claim 17 (previously presented): Hiebracketof claim 11 further comprising an extension extending 
from said first end wall to a location rearward from said side walls, and a stabilizer extending ftom 
said extension into abutting contact with the stud at a location rearward from said side walls when 
said frame is in said end-mounted position. 

Claim 18 (previously presented): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 

stud, said bracket comprising: 

a rectangular frame having first and second opposite end walls, first and second opposite side 
walls, and a front opening surrounded by said end walls and side walls for inserting an electrical 
device into said frame, said frame having an end-mounted position in which said first end wall faces 
a side surfrtce of the stud; 

a festening tab extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second end 
wail and configured to be fastened to a front surface of the stud when said frame is in said 

Old-mounted position; and 

a spacer extending from said first end wall in a direction away from second end wall, 
configured to abut llie side surface of the stud and space said first end wall from the side surface stud 
when said frame is in said end-momited position; 

said spacer being a fastener support configured to capture a stud-penetrating fastener that 
fastens said bracket to the stud when said frame is in a side-mounted position in which said first side 
wall faces the stud. 
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Claim Id (cuirently amended): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 
stud, said bracket comprising: 

a rectangular frame having first and second opposite end walls, first and second opposite side 
walls, and a front opening surrounded by said end walls and side walls for inserting an electrical 
device into said frame, said frame having an end-mounted position in which said first end wall faces 
a side surface of the stud and a side-mounted position in which said first side wall feces the side 
surface of the stud; 

a fastening tab extending fiom said first end wall in a direction away fiwn said second end 
wall, configured to be fastened to a front sur^ of the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted 
position; 

a fastener support extending from said first end wall in a direction away from said second 
end wall and configured to capture a stud-penetrating fastener that fastens said bracket to the stud 
when said frame is in said sidfr-mounted position, said fastener support having a distal end 
configured to contact the side surface of the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted position; 
and 

a stabilizer, separate from said fastener support, extending fi»m said first end wall in a 
direction away fiom said second end wall, configured to contact the aisis surface of the stud when 
said frame is in said end-mounted position to stabilize said frame fiom rocking about said fastener 

support relative to the stud; 

said fastener support having a groove surface, and said stabilizer being configured to urge the 
fastener against the groove surface to retain tiie fastener in said groove surface. 

Claim 20 (previously presented) : The bracket of claim 6 further comprising an extension extending 
fiom said first end wall to a location rearward from said side walls, and a stabilizer extending from 
said extension into abutting contact with the stud at a location rearward from said side walls when 
said frame is in said end-mounted position. 

Claim2l (previouslypresented): The bracket of claim 20 wherein said extension is a plate 
extending i«aiward fiom, and parallel to, said first end wall. 
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Claim 22 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 20 wherein said stabiUzer is a plate that is 
peipendicular to said first end wall, and the location of said abutting contact by said stabilizer is 
spaced fiom said first end wall in a direction away from said second end wall so as to space said first 
end wall from the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted position. 

Claim 23 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 6, wherein the fastening tab is configured to 
accept a festener. 

Claim 24 (previously presented): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 

stud, said bracket comprising: 

a wall structure defining a front opening and having at least one end wall and at least a first 
and a second side wall, said wall structure having an end-mounted position in which said at least one 
end wall feces a side surface of a stud; 

a fastening member extending from said at least one end wall and configured to be fastened 
to a fiont surface of a stud when the wall sttucture is in the end-mounted position; and 

a spacing element coupled to said at least one end wall and configured to space the entire at 
least one end wall a distance from a side wall of a stud when in the end-mounted position. 

Claim 25 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 24. wherein the spacing element is 
a fastener support configured to capture a stud-p«ietrating festener thai fastens said bracket to a stud 
when the wall structure is in a side-mounted position in which said first side wall faces a stud. 

Claim 26 (previously presented): The electrical bracket ofclaim 24. wherein the fastetring member 
is a tab having at least one fastener receiving opening defined therethrough, and the spacing element 
is a member that extends outwardly from the at least one end wall. 
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Claim 27 (pt^viously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 26, wherein the spacing element 
comprises aa extension that extends fiom and is coplanar with the at least one end wall, and at least 
one stabilizing member that extends outwardly fiom Ihe extension, said at least one stabilizing 
member being configured to abut a side surface of a stud. 

Claim 28 (previously presented): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 

stud, said bracket comprising: 

a wall structure defming a ftont opening and having at least one end wall and at least a first 
and a second side wall, said wall structure having an end-mounted position in which the at least one 

end wall faces a side surface of a stud; 

a festening member connected to the wall structure configured to fasten the wall structure to 
a stud when the wall structure is in the end-mounted position; and 

means for spacing the entire wall structure a distance from a stud and for stabilizing the wall 
structure relative to a stud when the wall structure is in the end-mounted position. 

Claim 29 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of clahn 28, wherein the means for spacing 
and stabilizing comprises a spacing element extending fiom the at least one end wall and configured 
to abut a side sur&ce of a stod. 

Claim 30 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 28, whercm the means for spacing 
and stabilizing comprises an extension surface that is coplanar with and extends fit»m the at least one 
end wall, said extension surface being configured to stabilize the wall structure relative to a wall stud 
when in an end-mounted position, said distance being about zero or greater. 
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Claim 31 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 30, further comprising at least one 
stabilizing member extending outwardly from the extension surface, said stabilizing member being 
configured to abut a side surface of a wall stud at a distance that is greater than zero when the wall 
strocture is in an end-mounted position. 

Claim 32 (previously presaited): The electrical bracket of claim 28. wherein the means for spacing 

and stabilizing comprises: 

a spacer extending ftom the at least one end waU and configured to abut a side surface of a 
stud in the vicinity of the fastening member; 

a fastener support extending from the at least one end wall configured to capture a 
stud-penetrating fastener for fastening the wall structure to a stud when the wall structure is in a 
side-mounted position, the fastener support configured to abut a side surfece of a stud; 

an extension surface extending from and coplanar with the at least one end wall; and 

a stabilizing member extending from the extension surface configured to abut a side surface 
of a stud. 

Claim 33 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 32, wherein the extension surfece is 
coplanar with the at least one end wall, the spacer has a first height, the fastener support has a second 
height, and the stabilizing member has a third height, and the first, second, and third heights are 
about the same. 

Claim 34 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 33. wherein the stabilizing member is a plate 
that is perpendicular to the extension surface. 
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Claim 35 (previously presented): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 
stud^ said bracket comprising: 

a rectangular fiame having first and second opposite end walls, fint and second opposite side 
walls, and a front opening surrounded by said end walls and side walls for inserting an electrical 
device into said frame, said frame having an end-mounted position in which said first end wall faces 
a side surface of the stud; 

a fastening tab extending fix>m said first end wall in a direction away from said second end 
wall and configured to be fastened to a front surface of the stud when said frame is in said 
end-mounted position; 

a spacer extending from said first end wall in a direction away from second end wall, 
configured to abut the side surface of the stud and space said first end wall from the side surface of 
the stud when said firame is in said end-mounted position; and 

an extension extending fi:om said first end wall to a location rearward from said side walls, 
and a stabilizer extending from said extttision into abutting contact with the stud at a location 
rearward from said side walls when said frame is in said end-mounted position. 

Claim 36 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 35 wherein said extension is a plate 
extending rearward from, and parallel to, said first end wall ✓ 

Claim 37 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 35 wherein said stabilizer is a plate that is 
perpendicular to said first end wall, and the location of said abutting contact by said stabilizer is 
spaced fi^m said first end wall in a direction away from said second end wall so as to space said first 
end wall from the stud when said frame is in said end-mounted position. 
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Claim 38 (previously presented): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 
stud, said bracket comprising: 

a wall structure defining a front opening and having at least one end wall and at least a first 
and a second side wall, said wall structure having an end-mounted position in which said at least one 
end wall faces a side sur&ce of a stud; 

a festening member extending from said at least one end wall and configured to be festened 
to a front surface of a stud when the wall structure is in the end-mounted position; and 

a spacing element coupled to said at least one end wall and configured to space the at least 
one end wall a distance from a side wall of a stud when in the end-mounted position; 

the spacing element being a fastener support configured to capture a stud-penetrating fastener 
that fastens said bracket to a stud when the wall structure is in a side-mounted position in which said 
first side wall faces a stud. 

Claim 39 (previously presented): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 
stud, said bracket comprising: 

a wall structure defining a fxovt opening and having at least one end wall and at least a first 
and a second side wall, said wall stnxcture having an end-mounted position in which said at least one 
end wall faces a side sur&ce of a stud; 

a fastening member extending from said at least one end wall and configured to be fastened 
to a front surfece of a stud when the wall structure is in the end-mounted position; and 

a spacing element coupled to said at least one end wall and configured to space the at least 
one end wall a distance from a side wall of a Stud when in the end-mounted position; 

the fastening member being a tab having at least one fastener receiving opening defined 
therethrough, and the spacing element being a member that extends outwardly from the at least one 
end wall; and 

the spacing element comprising an extension that extends from and is coplanar with the at 
least one end wall, and at least one stabilizing member that extends outwardly from the extension, 
said at least one stabiUzing member being configured to abut a side surface of a stud. 
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Claim 40 (previously presented); An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 
stud, said bracket comprising: 

a wall stmcture defining a front opening and having at least one end wall and at least a first 
and a second side wall, said wall structure having an end-mounted position in which the at least one 
end wall faces a side surface of a stud; 

a fastening member connected to the wall strucUire configured to fasten the wall stmcture to 
a stud when the wall stmcture is in the end-mounted position; and 

means for spacing the wall structure a distance from a stud and for stabilizing the wall 
stmcture relative to a stud when the wall stmcture is in the end-mounted position; 

the means for spacing and stabilizing comprising an extension surface that is coplanar with 
and extends from the at least one end wall, said extension surface being configured to stabiUze the 
wall stmcture relative to a wall stud when in an end-mounted position, said distance being about 
zero or greater. 

Claim 41 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 40, further comprising at least one 
stabilizing manber extending outwardly from the extension surface, said stabilizing member being 
configured to abut a side surface of a wall stud at a distance that is greater than zero when the wall 
stmcture is in an end-mounted position. 
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Claim 42 (previously presented): An electrical bracket for mounting an electrical device to a wall 
stud, said bracket comprising: 

a wall structure defining a front opening and having at least one end wall and at least a &st 
and a second side wall, said wall structure having an end-mounted position in which the at least one 
end wall &ces a side sur&ce of a stud; 

a fastening member connected to the wall structure configured to fasten the wall structure to 
a stud whm the wall structure is in the end-mounted position; and 

means for spacing the wall structure a distance from a stud and for stabilizing the wall 
structure relative to a stud when the wall structure is in the end-mounted position; 
the means for spacing and stabilizing comprising: 

a spacer extending from the at least one end wall and configured to abut a side surface 
of a stud in the vicinity of the fastening member; 

a fastener support extending from the at least one end wall configured to capture a 
stud-penetrating fastener for fastening the wall structure to a stud when the wall structure is in a 
side-mounted position, the fastener support configured to abut a side surface of a stud; 

an extension surface extending from and coplanar with the at least one end wall; and 
a stabilimg member extending from the extension surface configured to abut a side 
surface of a stud. 

Claim 43 (previously presented): The electrical bracket of claim 42, wherein the extension surface is 
coplanar with the at least one end wall, the spacer has a first height, the fastener support has a second 
height, and the stabilizing member has a third height, and the first, second, and third heights are 
about the same. 

Claim 44 (previously presented): The bracket of claim 43, wherein the stabilizing member is a plate 
that is perpendicular to the extension surface. 
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